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Is	research	in	Covid-19	times	mainly	a	
problem	of	techniques?	Potentials	and	
limitations	of	participatory	approaches		
and	research	partnerships		
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Introduction: distance and proximity 

Focus	on	discussing	what	techniques	could	replace	face-to-face	
interviewing	and	direct	field	observations	not	sufficient.		

Creating	proximity:	how	to	achieve	mutual	trust	between	us	and	our	
research	participants	in	order	to	gain	access	to	the	research	sites?	

Covid-19	and	the	problem	of	geographical	distance.	

Feminist	and	post-colonial	researchers	(e.g.	Rose,	1997,	Tuhiwai	
1999,	Jaggar	2008,		Riaño,	2015)	have	argued	that	conventional	
methods	create	not	only	exploitative	relationships	but	also	less	
accurate	scientific	knowledge.  
Need	for	more	just	methods	striving	to	creating	research	
partnerships	based	on	mutual	respect	and	reciprocity.		
Potential:	overcoming	social	and	geographical	distance,	
democratising	migration	research,	more	solid	scientific	knowledge.		

Collaborative	partnerships	during	Covid-19	times	seem	more	important	
than	ever	before:	without	mutual	trust	no	digital	methods	
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The	5	principles	of	the	Minga	methodology	

1.	Mutual	learning	(reciprocity)	

2.	Mutual		
				recognition	
 

3.	Collective	thinking	

4.	Personal			
				transformation	
					

5.	Access	to	academic		
				spaces	

The Minga methodology: Spaces of mutual learning 
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The Minga methodology: Spaces of mutual learning 
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Minga	workshops	with	returnees:	sharing	displacement	experiences		

Asociación	Deredez	

Project	information	page:	https://nccr-onthemove.ch/projects/migrant-entrepreneurship-mapping-cross-border-mobilities-and-exploring-the-role-of-spatial-mobility-capital/	
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Building on Minga partnerships: 'whatsapp chains' as method 
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1.	Riaño	sends	whatsapp	stimulus	 2.	Research	
partners	
answer	via	
whatsapp		
audios	

3.	Riaño	
transcribes		
various		
whatsapps,		
puts	them		
together	

4.	Riaño	
sends	
output		
to	
partners		
for	
discussion	
	



Building on Minga partnerships: workshops via Zoom 

Collaborative	digital	workshop	with		
Capacity:	discussing	research	results	

Empowering	migrants	through	entrepreneurship	

Research	on	Migrant	Entrepreneurship:	
Partnership	with	Capacity	(NGO)	
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Digital methods based on research partnerships:  
Potentials 

'Whatsapp	chains'	with	Deredez	and	Zoom	workshops	with	Capacity:	
succesful	for	digital	exchanges,	creating	spaces	of	mutual	learning	and	
more	valid	knowledge.		
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Collaborative	partnerships	via	digital	techniques	seem	to	have	great	
potential	to	overcome	problems	of	social	and	geographical	distance,	to	
help	democratise	research,	and	produce	more	valid	scientific	knowledge.		

The	challenge	of	creating	collaborative	partnerships	as	a	solid	basis	of	
mutual	trust	for	succesful	digital	exchanges:	
	

•  What	can	we	researchers	reciprocally	offer	to	our	research	partners	
for	their	time	and	effort?	I	argue	for	creating	spaces	of	mutual	
learning.	

	

•  Much	creative	potential	in	times	of	Covid-19	to	think	and	experiment	
about	how	to	reciprocally	collaborate!!	(e.g.	volunteering,	joint	short	
publication	addressed	to	the	public	with	main	results,	workshop	to	discuss		
implications	of	results	for	NGO's	programmes,	joint	short	film,	exhibition)	



Digital methods based on research partnerships:  
Practical challenges 

© Yvonne Riaño, 2020 

The	challenge	of	digital	workshops:	what	happens	when	there	is	unequal	
access	to	internet	and	technology	among	research	partners?	How	to	
counteract	this	problem?	
	
How	to	digitally	bring	together	research	partners	scattered	around	the	
world?	The	challenge	of	world	time	differences	and	reconciling	
professional	and	family	lives.	How	to	address	this	challenge?	
	
Proposed	method	of	'whatsapp	chains':	seem	more	accessible		
for	less-educated	and	less	access	to	computer	technology?	However,	a	
more	laborious	task	for	all	research	partners	involved.	How	to	address	
this	issue	and	what	techniques	can	facilitate	the	task?	
	
The	issue	of	consent.	When	and	how	to	specify	with	our	research	
partners	which	contents	that	are	produced	by	digital	exchanges	can	be	
disseminated	among	whom,	when	and	how?	
	
The	issue	of	security:	to	what	extent	are	the	digital	methods	that	we	use		
secure	and	free	from	surveillance?	
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